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C R E A T E D

Do you ever  not ice  a  sense of  longing deep within 
your  being?

We can te l l  something exists  which we desi re ;  we 
sense we are  incomplete  without  i t .  M y f i rst  inst inc t 
when I  th ink of  mysel f  as  needing something,  as 
being incomplete,  as  having desi res  and longings, 
i s  to  think that  there  must  be something not 
r ight  with me.  To need seems l ike  weak ness,  and 
weak ness  is  not  good.  And i f  something is  not  r ight 
or  good,  then ult imately  i t  must  be a  result  of  my 
messing up.  But  ac tual ly,  God created us  with need. 
We are  created with desi re,  a  myster ious  hunger 
for  a  united inner  l i fe  and hear t ,  for  belonging 
to  God.  He designed us  this  way so we would 
k now how wanted we are  by H im.  To be a  per fec t 
human person is  to  not  be sel f -susta ining.  Our 
longings  for  beaut y  and love exist  because we are 
created in  God’s  image,  for  union with God.   We 
are  made for  Another,  and for  others.  I n  love,  God 
designed us  to  be sat is f ied when we choose H im.

GENESIS 1:27, 31 
So God created humans in His own image; 

God patterned them after Himself; 
male and female He created them.… And so it was. 

Then God looked over all He had made, 
and he saw that it was very good.

W E  A R E  L O V E D



C O N D I T I O N

W E  A R E  H U N G R Y

I nto the fabr ic  of  our  being,  our  per fec t  state 
of  goodness  at  the beginning of  creat ion,  was 
designed dependence and incompleteness.   God 
is  our  t rue source of  l i fe  and sat is fac t ion.  But  with 
our  f reedom we choose to  be in  charge of  our  own 
l ives  instead of  ack nowledging that  we belong to 
God.  We tr y  to  sat is fy  ourselves  our  own way.   We 
hunger  for  wholeness  and love.  We sense need 
and emptiness  but  we of ten seek to  f i l l  i t  with 
popular i t y,  secur i t y,  sex ,  control ,  mater ia l  th ings, 
power,  enter ta inment,  money and pleasure,  etc.  
This  leads  to  our  destruc t ion and brokenness, 
because i t  separates  us  f rom the only  One Who can 
give us  t rue l i fe.   I ndependent  of  God we l ive  in  a  fog. 
Focusing on ourselves,  we are  star ved for  meaning. 
Dark ness  and chaos l ie  over  ever y  par t  of  our  l ives.

I S A I A H  44:20 - 21

The poor,  deluded fool  feeds  on ashes.  He is  t rust ing something that 
can give him no help at  a l l .   Yet  he cannot  br ing himsel f  to  ask ,  “ Is  th is 
th ing,  th is  idol  that  I ’m holding in  my hand,  a  l ie?” Pay attent ion,  O 
people,  for  you are  mine.  I ,  the LORD,  made you,  and I  wi l l  not  forget 
to  help you.  I  have swept  away your  s ins  l ike  the morning mists .  I  have 
scattered your  of fenses  l ike  the c louds.  Oh,  return to  Me,  for  I  have 
paid the pr ice  to  set  you f ree.



C H A R A C T E R  O F  G O D

G o d  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  r i g h t e o u s .  O u r 
w i l l f u l  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  H i m  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  r u i n i n g 
o u r  l i v e s .  T h i s  b r e a k s  H i s  h e a r t .  G o d  i s  L o v e .  H i s 
n a t u r e  i s  t o  a l w a y s  b e  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  o u r 
w e l f a r e  t h a n  H i s  o w n ,  s o  H e  r e a c h e s  i n t o  t h i s  r e a l m 
o f  o u r  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  l i g h t  a n d  t r u t h .  O u r  c o n f u s i o n , 
p a i n  a n d  f e a r  a r e  n o t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  H i m  t o  d e l i v e r 
u s  f r o m .  H e  c a n  r e s t o r e  a l l  o f  c r e a t i o n  t o  i t s  r i g h t f u l 
s t a t e .  H e  m a k e s  a l l  t h i n g s  n e w .  G o d  w a n t s  e v e r y 
p e r s o n  t o  k n o w  H i m  a n d  t o  l i v e  i n  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s h i p 
w i t h  H i m  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  l i v e  i n t o  t h e  d r e a m  H e  h a s  f o r 
o u r  l i v e s .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  o u t  t o 
e v e r y o n e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  c o m e  t o  H i m  s o  t h a t  H e  c a n 
r e s c u e  u s .   H e  t a k e s  a w a y  o u r  f e a r  b e c a u s e  H e  w i l l  g i v e 
u s  h o p e  f o r  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  a  f u t u r e  w i t h  H i m  f o r e v e r .

E XO D U S  34:6 - 7 

“ I  am the LORD,  I  am the LORD God,  compassionate and gracious,  s low to 
anger,  and abounding in  loving k indness  and truth;  Who keeps loving 
k indness  for  thousands,  Who forgives  in iquit y,  t ransgress ion and s in .”

I S A I A H  55:1 - 5

Ho!  Ever yone who thirsts ,  come to the waters ;  And you who have no money, 
come,  buy and eat .  Yes,  come,  buy wine and mi lk  without  spending money for 
what  is  not  bread,  and your  wages for  what  does  not  sat is fy?  L isten careful ly 
to  Me,  and eat  what  is  good,  and let  your  soul  del ight  i tse l f  in  abundance. 
I nc l ine your  ear,  and come to Me.  Hear,  and your  soul  shal l  l ive.

M O V E D  W I T H  M E R C Y 
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C U R E

Our destruc t ion through our  own choices  moves 
God to  ac t ion.  The human condit ion is  so  thoroughly 
t ragic  that  in  order  to  rescue us  God H imsel f  had 
to  become a  human person –  H is  name is  Jesus 
Chr ist .  As  God and human,  He l ived human l i fe  l ike 
He created i t  to  be l ived,  then He died sacr i f ic ia l ly, 
tak ing our  deser ved judgment  into H imsel f  and 
tak ing our  place.  There  is  a  pr ice  to  be paid for 
rebel l ion.   Only  the death of  Jesus  was  wor thy of 
the cost .  H is  death has  the power  to  remove our 
gui l t  and c leanse us.  He rose f rom the dead and is 
a l ive,  giv ing us  v ic tor y  over  se l f - centeredness  and 
death.  God can re - create  us  to  be the human persons 
He a lways  intended that  we should be.  When we 
belong completely  to  Jesus  we become a  member 
of  H is  fami ly,  H is  Spir i t  wi l l  dwel l  in  us  t ransforming 
us  to  have H is  charac ter  of  goodness  and love.

R O M A N S  5 :8  
God showed H is  great  love for  us  by sending Chr ist  to  die  for  us  whi le 
we were st i l l  s inners.

J O H N  3:16 
God loved the wor ld  so much that  He gave H is  only  Son,  so  that 
ever yone who bel ieves  in  H im wi l l  not  per ish but  have eternal  l i fe.

G O D  H A S  C O M E



C H O I C E  I S  O U R S

Would you l ike  to  be whole  and f ind deep joy 
within  the L i fe  of  Jesus?   He wants  to  sat is fy  your 
hunger  with real  L i fe.  Are  you in  a  fog,  star ved 
for  meaning in  your  l i fe?  Give your  se l f  to  H im! 
Entrust  your  whole  l i fe  to  H im with a l l  your  hear t . 
Turn away f rom the idea that  you can own any par t 
of  your  l i fe  for  yoursel f,  without  H im.   Surrender 
ever ything you are  to  the One Who k nows you 
per fec t ly  and loves  you with an ever last ing love. 
Ask  H im to forgive you for  ac t ing l ike  you are 
the god of  your  l i fe,  and for  a l l  the things  you’ve 
done and been that  have been hur t ful  or  wrong. 
He wi l l  forgive,  c leanse and transform you.   Jesus 
wi l l  rescue you f rom destruc t ion and restore  and 
guide you.  He wi l l  give  you H is  L i fe,  with  strength 
and wisdom to walk  in  H is  ways.  When your  l i fe  on 
ear th is  over,  you wi l l  cont inue in  this  wonder ful 
l i fe  with  H im forever.   Wi l l  you cal l  out  to  H im?

MATTHEW 16:24-26  
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give 
up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, 
you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. And what do you 
benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more 
than your soul?” 

W I L L  W E  S U R R E N D E R



C O N F E S S  I N  P R A Y E R

Oh,  Father  God in  heaven,  thank you for  pursuing me with 
Your  hear t  of  love,  for  des i r ing to  rescue me so much that 
you gave Your  only  Son for  me.

Jesus,  God the Son,  thank you for  tak ing human nature  upon 
You so that  You could l ive,  suf fer,  b leed and die  the death 
that  I  deser ved.   Thank you for  car ing more about  me than 
You do about  Yoursel f.

I  surrender  my l i fe  to  You,  my God.  You created me and I 
belong to  You.

I  confess  my rebel l ion against  You,  l iv ing as  i f  I  were god of 
my l i fe.  I ’ve  brought  brokenness  into my l i fe  by  separat ing 
mysel f  f rom You.  I  confess  my s in  of _, and a l l  the ways 
I ’ve  been sel f ish  and hur t ful .

Please forgive me,  remove my s in  and gui l t ,  and take me for 
Your  ver y  own.   Take away my sel f - centeredness  and evi l 
ways.

God the Holy  Spir i t ,  c leanse my mind and hear t  so  that  I  can 
l ive  in  a  way that  i s  p leas ing to  You,  and be a  means of  good 
for  others.  Help me to  l ive  int imately  with You,  day by day.

I n  the saving Name of  the Father,  Son and Holy  Spir i t ,  Amen.

Oh,  what  joy  for  those whose disobedience 
is  forgiven,  whose s in  is  put  out  of  s ight !  Yes, 
what  joy  for  those whose record the Lord 
has  c leared of  gui l t ,  whose l ives  are  l ived in 
complete  honest y !  When I  refused to  confess 
my s in ,  my body wasted away,  and I  groaned 
a l l  day long.  Day and night  your  hand of 
d isc ipl ine was  heav y on me.  M y strength 
evaporated l ike  water  in  the summer heat .

Final ly,  I  confessed a l l  my s ins  to  you and 
stopped tr y ing to  hide my gui l t .  I  sa id  to 
mysel f,  “ I  wi l l  confess  my rebel l ion to  the Lord.” 
And you forgave me!  Al l  my gui l t  i s  gone. 

Therefore,  let  a l l  the godly  pray  to  you whi le 
there  is  st i l l  t ime,  that  they may not  drown 
in  the f loodwaters  of  judgment.  For  you 
are  my hiding place;  you protec t  me f rom 
trouble.  You surround me with songs of  v ic tor y. 

The Lord says,  “ I  wi l l  guide you a long 
the best  pathway for  your  l i fe.  I  wi l l 
advise  you and watch over  you.  Do not  be 
l ike  a  senseless  horse  or  mule  that  needs 
a  bit  and br idle  to  keep i t  under  control .” 

M any sorrows come to the wicked,  but  unfai l -
ing love surrounds those who trust  the Lord.  So 
re joice  in  the Lord and be glad,  a l l  you who obey 
him!  Shout  for  joy,  a l l  you whose hear ts  are  pure!

p s a l m  3 2



C O N N E C T

There is a multitude of people around the world who have 
given their lives to Jesus and He has taken hold of them to 
be His very own.  This is called the Church. Remember, God 
created us to be in relationship with Him and with others. 
Only by living in close community with people who know 
Jesus will you be able to keep living in His Life. We must 
consistently read the Bible, talk with God, and willingly obey 
Him. Christian friends will help us understand the Bible 
which is the way God makes Himself known. The Church 
helps us to be able to obey the Bible’s teachings and to 
walk with Jesus. Life is very hard for all of us, and Christian 
community offers deep relationship with people who will 

pray for us and never leave us alone.

EPHESIANS 3:14-21 
When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator 
of everything in heaven and on earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited 
resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. Then Christ 
will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down 
into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, 
as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love 
is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand 
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that 
comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at 
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory 
to him in the Church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! 
Amen.

OT H E R S  W I T H  G O D  I N  CO M M U N I T Y



For  he has  rescued us  f rom the k ingdom of  dark ness 
and transferred us  into the K ingdom of  his  dear 
Son,  who purchased our  f reedom and forgave our 
s ins .  Chr is t  is  the v is ib le  image of  the invis ib le 
G od.  He existed before  any thing was created and 
is  supreme over  al l  creation,  for  through him G od 
created ever y thing in  the heavenly  realms and on 
ear th .  He made the things  we can see and the things 
we can’t  see — such as  thrones ,  k ingdoms,  rulers , 
and authorit ies  in  the unseen world.  Ever y thing was 
created through him and for  him.  He existed before 
any thing e lse,  and he holds  al l  creation together. 
Chr ist  is  a lso the head of  the church,  which is  his  body.

He is  the beginning,  supreme over  al l  who r ise  f rom 
the dead.  So he is  f i r s t  in  ever y thing.  For  G od in  al l 
his  ful lness  was  pleased to  l ive  in  Chr is t ,  and through 
him G od reconci led ever y thing to  himself.  He made 
peace with ever y thing in  heaven and on ear th by 
means of  Chr is t ’s  b lood on the cross .  This  includes 
you who were once far  away f rom G od.  You were his 
enemies ,  separated f rom him by your  evi l  thoughts 
and ac tions .  Yet  now he has  reconci led you to  himself 
through the death of  Chr is t  in  his  physical  body.

A s  a  result ,  he  has  brought  you into his  own presence, 
and you are  holy  and blameless  as  you stand before 
him without  a  s ingle  fault .  But  you must  continue 
to  bel ieve this  truth and stand f i rmly  in  i t .  Don’t 
dr i f t  away f rom the assurance you received when 
you heard the G ood News.  The G ood News has 
been preached al l  over  the world,  and I ,  Paul ,  have 
been appointed as  G od ’s  ser vant  to  proclaim it .

COLOSSIANS 1:13-23


